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Office of the Postuaster General
Washington, D.¢C. zozn

January 17, 1964

Mr. Raymond Loewy
425 Park Avenue
New York, New York 10022

Dear Mr. Loewy:

Here is all of the material that we sent to Mrs. Kennedy
on the proposed Kennedy memorial postage stamp. I am also at-
taching a letter that I sent to Mr. Stephen Smith which might
be helpful to you.

Mrs. Kennedy indicated that she liked the general idea of
the enclosed stamp design showing the eternal light and the phrase:
"...And The Glow From That Fire Can Truly Light The World." Mrs,
Kennedy also indicated to us that she thinks we should use the
photograph of the late President which I have attached to the
eternal light sketch.

I am sure that the eternal light sketch can be improved
while using the basic theme and I think this is what Mrs. Kennedy
had in mind. Also, I know she would want to consider any other
designs that you would propose.

I have not talked directly to Mrs. Kennedy but her feelings
have been conveyed to me by Mr. LeMoyne Billings. Mrs. Kennedy has
asked Mr. Billings to help her in this matter. You may want to
talk personally to him about this.

Please call me whenever you need any assistance or any further
information. As I mentioned on the phone, we are confidentially
thinking in terms of issuing the stamp on President Kennedy's birth-
day, May 29, although this is not yet definite.

The Postmaster General very much appreciates your willingness
to help us in this important effort to produce the best possible
stamp in memory of our late President.

All of the sketches we are sending you must eventually be re=-
turned to us. They have philatelic value and I am responsible for them.

Sincerely,

Ira Kapenstein
Special Assistant to
the Postmaster General



POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT
SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE POSTMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20260

December 3, 1963

Mr, Stephen Smith

c/o The Democratic National Committee
1730 K Street, N, W.

Washington, D, C, 20006

Dear Steve:

Enclosed are some possible designs for a stamp honoring
President Kennedy, prepared by the artists at the Bureau of En-
graving and Printing, which I mentioned in my letter of November
27. Mr, George Tames of the New York Times is sending to the
Post Office Department, at our request, several pictures of Presi=-
dent Kennedy for consideration by the family.

The enclosed designs have been prepared to illustrate both
single and multi-color stamps, A portrait in natural color is
not possible with our present methods of printing postage stamps,
I am enclosing some of the recent stamp issues featuring portraits,
printed in single and in multi-color, The designs enclosed are
prepared for a stamp of the same size as the samples,

You will note that in some of the designs there are very
rough sketches of President Kennedy, These would, of course, be
replaced with an actual photograph of the President. The sketches
are in the designs just to give an idea of what the stamp would
look like,

After a design has been selected and approved by Mrs, Kennedy
and members of the Kennedy family, it would require a minimum of
seven weeks to engrave, print and distribute to post offices a single
color stamp, and ten weeks for a multi-color stamp, Two to three
weeks of this time is necessary for distribution to the field, and
we consider it important that the stamp be available immediately in
all post offices,

We would, of course, depend on Mrs, Kennedy and the family to
select the date for issuance of the stamp, and the city where the
dedication would be held,

When a stamp is scheduled for issuance, the Post Office Depart-
ment normally follows the steps outlined hefein:



l. Announcement that the stamp will be issued, (Post
Office Department release No, 98 attached).

2, "Unveil" the stamp design, using a 14" x 22" color
transparency of the stamp, with pictures of the Post-
master General and those interested in the stamp with
the design released to the press, Television, radio
and press coverage is invited and, on occasion, it has
been arranged as a public ceremony in the Postmaster
General's Reception Room, the White House, or other
appropriate setting, A release announcing the design
and the unveiling ceremony, with a glossy print of
the design, is mailed to 1,500 newspapers and column-
ists,

3. A dedication ceremony is held on the day the stamp is
first placed on sale, Invitations to the ceremony and
programs, such as the enclosed, for the guests are
prepared and distributed either by the Post Office
Department or a private organization.

One city is selected for the first day sale and the
post office prepares and cancels 500,000 or more
"covers" requested by stamp collectors, Samples of
these covers are also enclosed. The designs of the
cachets on the left portion of the envelopes are manu-
factured and sold by private stationery firms,

4, After the first day sale at one post office, the stamp
becomes available to the public at our 45,000 postal
locations,

The Post Office Department is ready to do everything possible
to assist Mrs, Kennedy and the family in carrying out their wishes
in the issuance of a stamp in memory of the late President.

I am also enclosing a copy of my previous letter to you,

Sincerely,

Ira Kapenstein



The design must be submitted in the size of 7 3/16 by 4 3/16
inches (five times actual size of the stamp). It must be centered
on a piece of white illustration board, 11 by 8 1/2 inches (horizontal).

As many as three colors may be used in the design. Black is
considered a color. (The possible combinations are, therefore, black,
black and one other color, black and two other colors, one color,
two colors, three colors).

The design may be rendered in any medium, such as pencil, chalk,
ink, water color, poster color and oil paint. However, only finished
art work will be acceptable.
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